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ABSTRACT 

Purpose - The objective of this research is to find out the extent of duet conversation challenges TikTok in 

improving speaking skills at senior high students. This research reveal how duet conversation challenges TikTok 

affect students performance and students speaking competence. 

Design/methodology/approach - Research design utilizes by the Researcher is pre-experimental research 

design. This research consists of pre-test, treatment and post test. The post-test is administered to see the 

achievement compared to the pre-test to identify whether treatment is successful. Senior high students were 

chosen as the subject since the students at this age are eager to use Tiktok in their daily life. Purposive sample 

was carried out to involve those students who actively used Tiktok application. The data was analyzed by using 

Paired-Samples T Test to proves the hypothesis. 

Findings/results – Based on the findings of the experimental results, the use of duet conversation challenge 

TikTok is an effective technique for students in improving their English-speaking ability. The pre-test score is 

67.84 and the post-test is 79.36. This means that there is an improvement of 11.52 points, or approximately 

16.98%, between the pretest and posttest scores. Then, the posttest average score is higher than the pretest. 

The sig value of the paired sample t-test is 0.000, this value is lower than 0.05 (0.000< 0.05). It was concluded 

that the statistical hypothesis: the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was maintained and the null hypothesis (H0) was 

rejected. 

Originality/value - The use of duet conversation challenge TikTok significantly improves students' English-

speaking skills. 

Paper type – Research paper 

Keywords: Duet Conversation; Tiktok; Speaking skill; Teaching English. 
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Introduction 
English is rapidly becoming the most valuable language to master in this era of 

globalization, serving as a primary medium of communication internationally. Due to 

global needs, individuals are expected to proficiently speak both their native language 

and English (Abadi, 2015). In Indonesia, English is classified as a foreign language and 

taught comprehensively from elementary through university levels, covering four 

essential skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Husain, 2015; Suparman, 

2024). 

Among these skills, speaking stands out as particularly crucial for effective 

communication, especially in international contexts. Speaking proficiency is essential 

for successful interactions globally. According to Brown (2000), foreign language 

learners are considered successful when they demonstrate effective communication 

with other language speakers. However, speaking English fluently poses significant 

challenges for non-native speakers, as it involves mastery of pronunciation, grammar, 

vocabulary, and fluency (Leong, 2017). Additionally, effective speaking requires 

sociolinguistic competence, knowing how and when to express ideas appropriately 

(Fatmawati, 2019). 

Given these challenges, educators need innovative teaching methods and media 

that provide extensive practical opportunities beyond the classroom environment. 

Digital platforms like TikTok, a widely embraced video-sharing application popular 

among teenagers globally, including Indonesia, offer promising solutions. Indonesia 

ranks second worldwide in TikTok users, with approximately 113 million active users in 

2023, more than 60% of whom are teenagers and young adults (DataReportal, 2023). 

This highlights TikTok's substantial influence and its potential for language learning. 

This approach aligns with Suparman (2024), who found that 88.89% of English 

lecturers in Riau and Kepulauan Riau integrated technology into teaching to cater to 

millennial learning preferences. Furthermore, Hadi et al. (2020) demonstrated that 

interactive methods such as debate significantly enhanced students' speaking abilities 

and critical thinking skills, suggesting similar interactive platforms like TikTok could 

effectively boost English speaking proficiency. Therefore, utilizing TikTok in English 

language education can significantly benefit learners by providing engaging, interactive, 

and practical opportunities for developing essential speaking skills. 

TikTok serves multiple purposes such as entertainment, social interaction, 

information dissemination, and education (Yang, 2020). It gained rapid popularity, 

especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, due to its entertaining short-form video 

format (Monaris, 2022). Users primarily engage in activities such as dancing, lip-syncing, 

sharing talents, and educational content (Fiallos, 2021). TikTok's unique, easy-to-use 

features allow users to create engaging short videos effortlessly (Susilowati, 2018; 

Marini, 2019; Utami, 2021). 
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Educators can leverage TikTok's "Duet Challenge" feature to enhance students' 

speaking skills by offering authentic English-speaking practice opportunities without 

face-to-face interactions. This aligns with students’ increasing inclination towards social 

media and digital learning platforms. However, studies also highlight challenges, 

including content distractions and potential addiction (Hendrikse, 2024; Omar, 2020; 

Xiuwen, 2021; Yao, 2023; Nugraha, 2015). Nevertheless, with structured use and 

effective supervision, TikTok can significantly benefit English learning by providing 

students with engaging, authentic, and accessible speaking practice, essential for their 

linguistic growth. 

Hence, this research aims to investigate the extent to which the use of TikTok 

duet conversation challenges significantly impacts the improvement of English-

speaking skills among XI-A students at MAN 1 Malang. This study addresses the 

research question: "To what extent does the use of duet conversation challenges on 

TikTok significantly improve speaking skills among XI-A students at MAN 1 Malang?" 

Method 
Research design utilizes by the Researcher is quantitative research. A 

quantitative approach is one that collects some type of numerical data to answers a 

research question (Christensen, 2011). This quantitative research, especially applies 

Pre-experimental design, this research consist of pre-test and post-test. Acccording To 

Adnan Latif stated that "sometimes an experimental research is conducted without a 

control group. In this research, the group is given a pre-test before the experimental 

treatment. After the treatment was finished, the post-test is administered to see the 

achievement" (Adnan, 2012). The design can be illustrated as follows: 

Table 1. Research design illustrated 

 

Furthermore, Eksperimental research seeks to determine if a specific treatment 

influenced an outcome. This impact assessed by providing a spesific treatment to one 

group and with holding it from other and then determining how both groups scored on 

an outcome (Creswell, 2009). 

This research was conducted at MAN 1 Malang. The sample of this research is 25 

of the population of the XI-A students of MAN 1 Malang. The school is located at Jl. Raya 

Putat Lor Gondanglegi, Malang. This school has been completed with technological 

support for teaching and learning as the consideration of why this school involved as 

the sample of this study. The research was started from April 29, 2024 until May 22, 

2024. 

 

Pre-test Treatment Post-test 

O1 X O2 
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Table 2. Time and Setting of the Research 

In collecting the required data, observation and test were conducted. 

Observations began to be carried out when the researcher was carrying out practical 

field work. During observation, researchers use instruments to determine conditions 

and situation of student activity in the learning process speak English. Then, the 

researcher took the test by speaking test, for the instrument that pretest and posttest, 

before and after.  

The researcher gave tests which was pretest and posttest. Before the treatment, 

pretest was given to measure students’ speaking skill. Meanwhile, the posttest was 

given to measure students’ skill after getting the treatment. The test was given to the 

experimental class. For the test, the rubric was needed to assign some grades for the 

students. 

There are 5 speaking components that shows in the rubric above, in each 

component with a score of 1 to 5 and to get the final score as below:  

Maximum score = 5x5=25 
𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑠′𝑠𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒

𝑚𝑎𝑥𝑖𝑚𝑢𝑚 𝑠𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒
 X 100 

To complete the research procedure, researcher planning to apply duet 

coversation challenge TikTok to improve students speaking skill. The procedures as 

follows: 

Pre-test 

The students were given a pre-test in speaking. In this activity, all of students 

were given speaking test one by one. The researcher gives some questions to make 

conversations with the students. The topic was random such as holiday’s plan, hobby, 

favorite food, describing house, etc. The purpose of this test was to identify the 

students’ prior knowledge of speaking skill. 

Time Treatment 

Monday, April 29, 2024 The researcher met up with Mrs. Vivi an English Teacher 

and asked permission from the Principal of MAN 1 Malang 

to conduct the research. 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 The researcher gave a pre-test to the XI-A Class of MAN I 

Malang 

Wednesday, May 15, 2024 The researcher gave the first treatment to the XI-A Class of 

MAN I Malang 

Monday, May 20, 2024 The researcher gave the second treatment to the XI-A Class 

of MAN I Malang 

Wednesday, May 22, 2024 The researcher gave a post-test to the XI-A Class of MAN I 

Malang 
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Treatment  

Treatment is a teaching activity using the particular media. In giving treatment, 

the researchers carry out the class meeting.  In this research the writer uses Tik-Tok 

app as media in treatment. The ways of the researcher in presenting the materials in 

the classroom interaction are as follow: 

1) The teacher introduced and explained the TikTok application to the students 

2) The teacher explained about duet conversation challenge TikTok 

3) The teacher gave instructions and steps how to make a duet conversation 

challenge TikTok 

4) The students choose the video conversation to duet with. 

5) Ask the students to submit their video via the Google Drive Link made by the 

researcher. 

Post-test 

After giving the treatment, the students were given a post-test. The purpose of 

this test is the researcher knew about the extent to which they understand about 

speaking using duet conversation challenge. The researcher used the interval score 

below in collecting students’ scores: 

Table 3. Interval Score 

No Interval Class Criteria 

1 85-100 Very good 

2 75-84 Good 

3 56-74 Enough 

4 41-55 Poor 

5 0-40 Low/bad 

This research utilized a pre-experimental design without involving a control class 

due to practical field conditions. Firstly, limited available class schedules and resources 

made it difficult to manage multiple classes simultaneously. Furthermore, the school 

administration requested minimal disruption to regular classroom activities, making it 

feasible only to implement the experimental approach within one class. Additionally, 

due to the specific nature of using TikTok's Duet Challenge, the researcher preferred to 

ensure thorough implementation and evaluation of the method within a single group 

to closely monitor the treatment effects without variability from additional groups. 

Observations and tests were selected as primary data collection methods due to 

their practicality and effectiveness in capturing student progress in speaking skills. 

Observations were conducted to identify students' real-time reactions, engagement 

levels, and practical application of TikTok media in a classroom setting. The tests, 

including pre-test and post-test, aimed to quantitatively measure students' 

improvement in speaking skills after the intervention. The observation instruments 

were designed as structured checklists and notes to document students' engagement, 
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participation, and challenges during the activity. Tests were compiled based on 

speaking rubrics that evaluated key speaking aspects such as fluency, pronunciation, 

grammar, and vocabulary. 

The sample was chosen using purposive sampling, specifically targeting XI-A 

students at MAN 1 Malang, due to their familiarity with technology and willingness to 

engage in new media platforms. Data were collected through pre-tests administered 

before the treatment to establish baseline speaking skills, and post-tests conducted 

after the treatment to measure any improvements. Observations occurred 

simultaneously during the treatment period, systematically documenting students' 

interaction with the TikTok duet conversation challenge. 

The collected data were analyzed using statistical methods, beginning with a 

normality test to verify the distribution of scores. The normality test was performed 

using SPSS version 26, followed by a homogeneity test to ensure the data groups had 

consistent variance. Subsequently, a paired-sample t-test was employed to compare 

the pre-test and post-test scores, assessing the statistical significance of improvements 

in students' speaking abilities. The effectiveness of the intervention was determined 

based on the significance values obtained from the paired-sample t-test, concluding the 

effectiveness of TikTok duet conversation challenges as a method to enhance speaking 

skills among students. 

Moreover, below is the T-test formula manually used for a paired sample: 

𝑡 =  
𝛿

𝑆𝐷𝛿√𝑛
 

  Explanation: 

  𝛿 : Standard mean deviation 

  SD𝛿 : Standard deviation of 𝛿 

  N : The number of samples 

Result and Discussion 
Data Description 

In this section, data is collected from the pretest and posttest indeed, the pretest 

was given before the treatment. The purpose of this study is to find out whether the 

use of duet conversation challenge TikTok has affected students’ speaking skill at XI-A 

class of MAN 1 Malang. Based on the data obtained from pre test, The researcher 

revealed one student who got a 56 score, indicating that the student's score in speaking 

English is enough. Following that, 3 students scored 60, 7 students scored 64, 6 students 

scored 68 and 2 students scored 72. This indicates that the student’s score in speaking 

English is enough. Then, 5 students scored 76 and 1 student scored 80, indicating that 

they have good scores in English speaking skill. 

Further, based on the data obtained from post test, Researcher revealed that 2 

students got 88 scores, 5 students scored 84, 6 students scored 80 and 11 students 
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scored 76, it means that the students have good scores in English speaking skill. 

Meanwhile, 1 student got a 72 score, which means that the student's score in speaking 

English is enough. Based on the percentage overall students have good scores in 

English speaking skill. 

Table 4. Students’ pre-test and post-test score 

Test Classification Score Category 

Pre test 

Mean 67,84 Enough 

Highest 80 Good 

Lowest 56 Enough 

Post test 

Mean 79,36 Good 

Highest 88 Very good 

Lowest 72 Good 

 

Based on the table 4, there are some differences in data applied before and after 

treatment by using duet conversation challenge TikTok in improving the students’ 

speaking skill. It described that the score after treatment using duet conversation 

challenge TikTok in improving students’ speaking skill in English is better than before 

treatment. Comparing to pre-test and post-test, the mean score improves two points 

from 67,84 to 79,36. 

Descriptive Statistic 

Based on the computation of descriptive statistics, the results of the pre-test and 

post-test scores, obtained with the application SPSS 26, are as follows: 

Table 5. The results of calculation descriptive statistics of the pre-test score 

using the SPSS 26. 

Descriptive Statistics 

 

N Range Minimum Maximum Mean 

Std. 

Deviation Variance 

Statistic Statistic Statistic Statistic Statistic 

Std. 

Error Statistic Statistic 

Pretest duet 

conversation 

TikTok 

25 24 56 80 67.84 1.254 6.270 39.307 

Valid N 

(listwise) 

25 
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From the results of the calculation of students' pre-test scores using duet 

conversation challenge TikTok, the maximum score achieved by students is 80 and the 

minimum is 56 from the students' number (N)= 25. From the calculation result of 

statistics, the mean score (X) achieved by students is 67,84 and the standard deviation 

is 6,27. 

Table 6. The results of calculation descriptive statistics of the post-test score 

using the SPSS 26. 

Descriptive Statistics 

 

N Range Minimum Maximum Mean 

Std. 

Deviation Variance 

Statistic Statistic Statistic Statistic Statistic 

Std. 

Error Statistic Statistic 

Posttest duet 

conversation 

TikTok 

25 16 72 88 79.36 .854 4.271 18.240 

Valid N 

(listwise) 

25 

       

 

From the result of the calculation of students' post-test scores using duet 

conversation challenge TikTok, the maximum score achieved by students is 88 and the 

minimum is 72, from the students' number (N)= 25. From the calculation results of 

statistics, the mean score (Y) achieved by students is 79.36 and the standard deviation 

is 4.271. 

Based on the descriptive statistics results of the mean value in the experimental 

group, the pre-test mean value was 67,84 and the post-test mean value was 79.36. It 

can be concluded that the post-test mean value is higher than the pre-test mean value 

and has a positive effect after receiving treatment. 

Data Analysis 

Normality Testing 

Table 7. The result of the normality test for pre-test. 

Tests of Normality 

 

Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 

Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig. 

Pretest duet 

conversation TikTok 

.170 25 .061 .937 25 .127 

a. Lilliefors Significance Correction 

Based on the results of the normality test it is known that the sig value is 0.127> 

0.05 it can be concluded that the pre-test score is normally distributed. 
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Table 8. The result of the normality test for post-test. 

Tests of Normality 

 

Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 

Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig. 

Posttest duet 

conversation TikTok 

.264 25 .000 .870 25 .004 

a. Lilliefors Significance Correction 

Based on the results of the normality test it is known that the sig value is 0.004> 

0.05 it can be concluded that the post-test score is normally distributed. 
 

Homogeneity Testing 

Table 9. Test of homogeneity of variances 

Test of Homogeneity of Variances 

 

Levene 

Statistic df1 df2 Sig. 

Hasil pretest 

posttest 

Based on Mean 2.759 1 48 .103 

Based on Median 2.663 1 48 .109 

Based on Median and 

with adjusted df 

2.663 1 41.144 .110 

Based on trimmed mean 2.755 1 48 .103 

 

Based on the output table test of homogeneity of variances above, it is known 

that the significance value is 0.103> 0.05. As the basis for decision-making in the 

homogeneity test, it can be concluded that the value is homogenous. 
 

T-Test 

The type of t-test used by researchers is the paired sample t-test, the paired 

sample t-test is a test method used to assess the effectiveness of a treatment, 

characterized by the difference in the mean before and after the treatment is given. 

Thus, the data calculation was carried out by researchers using the SPSS application. 

The results of the t-test for pre-test and post-test SPSS 26 are as follows: 

Table 10. The result of the T-test calculation. 

Paired Samples Test 

 

Paired Differences 

t df 

Sig. (2-

tailed) Mean 

Std. 

Deviatio

n 

Std. 

Error 

Mean 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 
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P

a

i

r 

1 

Pretest duet 

conversation TikTok - 

Posttest duet 

conversation TikTok 

-11.520 3.709 .742 -13.051 -9.989 -15.528 24 .000 

This output gives an idea of whether or not there is a difference between the pre-

test and post-test, it is known that the sig (2-tailed) value is 0, 00< 0, 05, so it can be 

concluded that there is a significant difference between the pre-test and post-test 

results. The basis for making a decision is if the sig (2-tailed) < 0.05, then there is a 

difference between the pre-test and post-test results. 

Based on the results of the paired sample t-test, it is known that the sig (2-tailed) 

value is 0,00< 0,05. It can be concluded that there is a significant difference between 

the results of the pre-test and post-test, this shows that duet conversation challenge 

TikTok has an effect in improving students' speaking skills. 

 

Hypothesis Testing  

Based on the output table result of t-test results, the value obtained is sig= 0.00, 

which means it is smaller than a 0.05. It means that the alternative Hypothesis (Ha) was 

accepted and the Null Hypothesis (H0) was rejected. In other words, duet conversation 

challenge can be applied to improve students’ speaking skill. 

 

Discussion 

In this section, the researcher provides a discussion of research findings related 

to the research objectives stated in the first chapter, namely the effect of the duet 

conversation challenge on TikTok in improving students' speaking abilities in the 2024 

academic year. This research was conducted in May 2024. Data were obtained from XI-

A students at MAN 1 Malang, involving 25 students. The researcher collected data 

through pretest and posttest, demonstrating improvement in students' English-

speaking skills by approximately 5-10%, resulting in adequate pre-test scores and 

satisfactory post-test scores for both researchers and students. 

This research supports previous findings by Lusi (2021), who found that using the 

TikTok application significantly improved students' speaking abilities, with an average 

post-test score of 65 from 23 students, where the highest score was 85 and the lowest 

score was 50. Similarly, Wahyuni (2023) reported a 41% improvement in students' 

pronunciation accuracy after using TikTok media, indicating that TikTok effectively 

enhances pronunciation skills. Additionally, Alfirandi (2023) concluded that TikTok 

videos had a significant effect on students' speaking skills, demonstrated by a 
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significant difference in pre-test and post-test scores, reinforcing the effectiveness of 

TikTok in language teaching. 

In terms of speaking skills implemented in this study, students were evaluated 

primarily at an intermediate proficiency level, focusing on essential speaking indicators 

such as fluency, accuracy (grammar and pronunciation), vocabulary usage, and 

interactive communication. According to Harmer (2007), intermediate-level learners 

should demonstrate adequate pronunciation, functional grammar, sufficient 

vocabulary to express themselves, and an ability to interact in basic social interactions. 

The current study aligns closely with these parameters, highlighting practical and 

interactive language use appropriate to students' proficiency. 

During the data collection phase, indicators showing lower post-test results were 

pronunciation accuracy and fluency. Factors contributing to these lower scores 

included limited previous exposure to authentic English-speaking environments, 

limited confidence in speaking publicly, and difficulty replicating native speaker 

pronunciation accurately. This aligns with challenges highlighted by previous 

researchers, including Wahyuni (2023), emphasizing that consistent practice and 

repeated exposure to authentic pronunciation examples are crucial for overcoming 

these specific barriers. 

The effectiveness of using duet conversation challenges on TikTok was clearly 

indicated by the improvement in overall scores, from a pre-test average of 67.84 to a 

post-test average of 79.36. Statistically, the paired sample t-test results supported the 

alternative hypothesis (Ha), with a significant value of 0.00, confirming that the 

intervention significantly improved students' speaking skills. 

Conclusion 
Based on the research findings in the previous chapter, it can be concluded that 

there is a difference in the means score before and after students receive treatment in 

English speaking skills. Based on the data presented earlier, the use of duet 

conversation challenge TikTok has a significant effect in improving speaking skill among 

students at MAN 1 Malang.  

Furthermore, the results are different based on the T-test calculated from the 

average pre-test and post-test scores. Then, the pre-test score is 67.84 and the post-

test is 79.36. This means that there is a difference in scores between pretest and 

posttest. Then, the posttest average score is higher than the pretest. The sig value of 

the paired sample t-test is 0.000, this value is lower than 0.05 (0.000< 0.05). It was 

concluded that the statistical hypothesis: the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was 

maintained and the null hypothesis (H0) was rejected. That is, the use of duet 

conversation challenge TikTok significantly improves students' English-speaking skills. 
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Recommendations 
It will be better for the teacher to improve the strategy of teaching speaking, 

especially using modern technologies such as TikTok. The researcher hopes the teacher 

be more creative and innovative in delivering the material using current technologies 

and make the students get the optimal benefits of this application and the 

disadvantages can be minimized. Moreover, by using the TikTok application, especially 

the duet conversation challenge, the researcher expects that teachers can apply TikTok 

in the learning process in class to improve students' English-speaking skills because the 

results of this study suggest that TikTok has a big effect in improving students' speaking 

skills.  

The researcher expects the students of senior high school become more active 

and confident in English class, especially when the researcher applies the duet 

conversation challenge TikTok which makes students fun, exciting and able to express 

their feelings. By using the TikTok application, they are not afraid to explore their 

creativity and knowledge. Moreover, the school facilitates them by Wi-Fi which is useful 

for helping the teaching-learning process. Thus, the students should be improving their 

confidence to increase their speaking. 

At last, the researcher expects that this result study would be useful to anyone 

looking to improve their English skill through TikTok application. Of course, the current 

researcher hopes that the next researcher will be able to conceive and conduct 

research in the broaden area. 
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