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Abstract 

Islamic education plays a fundamental role in shaping students’ character and maintaining social stability, 

particularly at the Madrasah Aliyah level, where adolescents experience complex cognitive, emotional, and 

social development. Current phenomena indicate a decline in moral values, increasing individualistic behavior, 

and weakening social awareness among students, making Islamic education highly relevant as a value-based 

educational system. This study aims to analyze the role of Islamic education in building character and social 

stability among students at Madrasah Aliyah Ibnu Husain Surabaya. This research employs a qualitative 

descriptive approach with a field research design. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, direct 

observation, and documentation involving Islamic education teachers, homeroom teachers, and selected students. 

The findings reveal that Islamic education significantly contributes to character formation through the 

internalization of moral values via habituation, exemplary behavior (uswah hasanah), and integrated learning 

processes. Furthermore, Islamic education fosters social stability by promoting tolerance, empathy, cooperation, 

and harmonious interactions among students. Religious activities such as congregational prayers, Qur’anic 

recitation, and social programs strengthen both individual religiosity and collective social bonds. In conclusion, 

Islamic education not only develops students’ moral and spiritual dimensions but also plays a crucial role in 

creating a stable and harmonious social environment within the school. 
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 مستخلص البحث 

الطلاب والحفاظ على الاستقرار الاجتماعي، لا سيما في  يلعب التعليم الإسلامي دورًا أساسياً في تكوين شخصية  
المعرفي والعاطفي والاجتماعي.  المراهقون بمرحلة نمو معقدة على الصعيد  الثانوية، حيث يمر  المدرسة  مرحلة 
تشير الظواهر الحالية إلى تراجع القيم الأخلاقية، وزيادة السلوك الفردي، وضعف الوعي الاجتماعي بين الطلاب، 
مما يجعل التعليم الإسلامي ذا أهمية كبيرة كنظام تعليمي قائم على القيم. تهدف هذه الدراسة إلى تحليل دور التعليم  
الإسلامي في بناء الشخصية والاستقرار الاجتماعي بين طلاب مدرسة ابن حسين الثانوية الإسلامية في سورابايا.  
تستخدم هذه الدراسة نهجًا وصفياً نوعياً مع تصميم بحثي ميداني. تم جمع البيانات من خلال مقابلات شبه منظمة، 
والملاحظة المباشرة، والتوثيق الذي شمل معلمي التربية الإسلامية، ومعلمي الفصول، وطلاباً مختارين. وتكشف  
النتائج أن التربية الإسلامية تساهم بشكل كبير في تكوين الشخصية من خلال استيعاب القيم الأخلاقية عن طريق 
الإسلامية  التربية  تعزز  ذلك،  على  المتكاملة. علاوة  التعلم  وعمليات  الحسنة(،  )الوسوة  المثالي  والسلوك  التعود، 
الاستقرار الاجتماعي من خلال تشجيع التسامح، والتعاطف، والتعاون، والتفاعلات المتناغمة بين الطلاب. وتعزز 
الاجتماعية   والروابط  الفردي  التدين  الاجتماعية،  والبرامج  القرآن  الجماعية وتلاوة  الصلاة  الدينية، مثل  الأنشطة 
الجماعية. وختامًا، لا يقتصر دور التربية الإسلامية على تنمية الأبعاد الأخلاقية والروحية لدى الطلاب فحسب، بل  
 .يلعب أيضًا دورًا حاسمًا في خلق بيئة اجتماعية مستقرة ومتناغمة داخل المدرسة

: التربية الإسلامية؛ بناء الشخصية؛ الاستقرار الاجتماعيالكلمات المفتاحية  
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INTRODUCTION 

Islamic education plays a fundamental role in shaping the character and maintaining the 

social stability of students, particularly at the Madrasah Aliyah level, which is a crucial phase 

in adolescents’ development toward adulthood. During this phase, students not only undergo 

cognitive development but also experience complex emotional and social dynamics. Current 

phenomena indicate a trend toward declining moral quality, increasing individualistic 

behavior, and weakening social concern among students. This condition can be observed 

qualitatively through changes in students’ attitudes and social interactions, as well as 

quantitatively through an increase in violations of school discipline and conflicts among 

students. In this context, Islamic education becomes crucial as an educational system that is 

not merely focused on the transfer of knowledge but also on the internalization of moral and 

social values as the foundation of communal life (Nuruddin & Fauzi, 2025). 

Furthermore, Islamic education in madrasahs possesses unique characteristics because it 

integrates general knowledge with Islamic values within a holistic educational system. This 

makes the madrasah a strategic institution in shaping a generation that is not only 

intellectually intelligent but also possesses a strong and socially stable personality. Research 

indicates that Islamic values such as honesty, responsibility, ukhuwah (brotherhood), and 

tolerance are systematically internalized through both the curriculum and madrasah culture. 

This process is carried out through both intrakurikuler and extracurricular activities focused 

on habit formation and modeling (Muthoharoh, 2025). Thus, Islamic education holds great 

potential in fostering a balance between the individual and social dimensions of students. 

A number of previous studies have examined the role of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 

in shaping students’ character. For example, research by Nakhma’ussolikhah et al. indicates 

that PAI instruction significantly contributes to shaping students’ ethical and religious 

character through the integration of values into the learning process and school culture 

(Nakhma’ussolikhah et al., 2025). Furthermore, other studies reveal that Islamic education 

can foster moderate, tolerant, and inclusive character traits in students, which are crucial for 

maintaining social harmony within a pluralistic society (Wahid et al., 2025). Moreover, the 

implementation of religious activities such as congregational prayer, Quran recitation, and 

the cultivation of noble moral conduct has proven effective in fostering positive student 

behavior within the madrasah environment. 

Nevertheless, these studies still have certain limitations. Most research tends to focus on the 

development of religious character on an individual level without deeply linking it to aspects 

of students’ social stability. In fact, good character should not only be reflected in an 

individual’s relationship with God but also in social relationships, such as attitudes of 

tolerance, cooperation, empathy, and the ability to resolve conflicts. Furthermore, previous 

research has predominantly employed a descriptive qualitative approach that describes 

learning processes and strategies; however, few studies have empirically measured the 



Dirosatuna : Journal of Islamic Studies                                             E-ISSN: 2614-8285 

Vol. 8, No. 1 (2025)  

 90-98 

92 THE ROLE OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION IN BUILDING CHARACTER AND SOCIAL STABILITY 

AMONG STUDENTS AT MADRASAH ALIYAH IBNU HUSAIN IN SURABAYA.  

Munir 
 

comprehensive impact of Islamic education on students’ social stability (Saifuddin & As’ad, 

2024). 

On the other hand, some studies have attempted to integrate religious values into students’ 

social activities, but these remain limited to specific contexts and have not yet formed a 

comprehensive analytical framework. Research on the internalization of values through 

religious and social activities indicates a link between religious activities and increased social 

awareness among students; however, it has not systematically explained how Islamic 

education as an educational system contributes to overall social stability (Amin, 2024). 

Consequently, there remains a research gap that needs to be addressed to understand the 

relationship between Islamic education, character, and social stability more comprehensively. 

Based on the above discussion, there is a significant research gap, namely the lack of studies 

that integrate character development and social stability within a single, comprehensive 

analytical framework, particularly in the context of Madrasah Aliyah. Therefore, the novelty 

of this study lies in its effort to simultaneously examine the role of Islamic education in 

building character while fostering students’ social stability. Furthermore, this study is 

conducted at the specific location of Madrasah Aliyah Ibnu Husain in Surabaya as an 

empirical context that provides a concrete picture of the implementation of Islamic 

education within the madrasah environment. 

The objective of this study is to conduct an in-depth analysis of the role of Islamic education 

in shaping students’ character and social stability at Madrasah Aliyah Ibnu Husain in 

Surabaya. This study not only seeks to describe the learning process but also examines its 

impact on students’ social behavior in daily life. Thus, this study is expected to address the 

shortcomings of previous research by presenting a more comprehensive approach, both in 

terms of concepts and methods, thereby making a more significant contribution to the 

development of Islamic education studies. 

Furthermore, this study seeks to test the hypothesis that Islamic education has a significant 

influence on the formation of students’ character and social stability. This implies that the 

more optimally Islamic education is implemented in the madrasah, the better the students’ 

character and the more harmonious the social interactions among them. This hypothesis is 

based on the assumption that Islamic values not only shape an individual’s spiritual 

dimension but also foster a social consciousness oriented toward justice, tolerance, and 

solidarity. By testing this hypothesis, the study is expected to provide both theoretical and 

practical contributions toward strengthening the role of Islamic education in addressing 

social challenges in the modern era. 

 

METHODE 
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This study employs a field research design with a descriptive qualitative approach, as outlined 

by John W. Creswell, aimed at deeply understanding phenomena from the perspective of the 

research subjects (Palupi et al., 2025). This approach was chosen because the study focuses 

on the processes and meanings of the role of Islamic education in shaping students’ character 

and social stability. The research was conducted at Madrasah Aliyah Ibnu Husain Surabaya 

during the second semester of the 2025/2026 academic year. The research focus was directed 

toward the implementation of Islamic Religious Education instruction and madrasah culture 

related to character formation and students’ social interactions in their daily lives within the 

school environment. 

Data collection techniques were carried out through interviews, observations, and 

documentation in a planned and continuous manner. Semi-structured interviews were 

conducted with key informants, namely Islamic Religious Education teachers, homeroom 

teachers, and students selected purposively based on their active involvement in religious and 

social activities. Observations were conducted directly on classroom learning processes, 

religious activities such as congregational prayer and Quran recitation, as well as social 

interactions among students to observe the actual practices of internalizing Islamic values. 

Meanwhile, documentation was used to supplement data in the form of the curriculum, 

madrasah activity programs, school regulations, and student activity records relevant to 

character development and social stability. 

The data sources in this study consist of primary and secondary data. Primary data were 

obtained from interviews and field observations, while secondary data came from official 

documents and relevant literature. The data types used were entirely qualitative, in the form 

of narratives, behavioral descriptions, and interview transcripts. Data analysis was conducted 

using interactive analysis techniques, which included data reduction, data presentation, and 

continuous drawing of conclusions throughout the research process. To ensure data validity, 

source and method triangulation techniques were employed, thereby ensuring the research 

results possess a high level of validity and credibility. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

1. The Role of Islamic Education in Shaping Student Character 

The research findings indicate that Islamic education at Madrasah Aliyah Ibnu Husain in 

Surabaya plays a significant role in shaping students’ character. This is evident from the 

implementation of Islamic Religious Education (IRE) instruction, which focuses not only on 

cognitive aspects but also on the internalization of moral values in daily life. Based on 

interviews with PAI teachers, instruction is conducted using the exemplary model (uswah 

hasanah), habit formation, and the integration of values into every lesson. Teachers do not 

merely convey content but also serve as role models in behavior, such as discipline, honesty, 

and responsibility. 
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Observation results indicate that students have become accustomed to performing religious 

activities such as congregational prayer, Quran recitation, and other Islamic activities that 

consistently foster religious character. Additionally, there are significant behavioral changes 

among students, such as increased politeness toward teachers, discipline in following school 

rules, and responsibility in completing assignments. Documented data also indicates the 

presence of structured character-building programs, such as routine religious activities and 

the cultivation of noble moral values. 

These findings indicate that Islamic education serves as an effective means of internalizing 

values in shaping students’ character. The character-building process occurs not only through 

formal learning but also through the madrasah’s culture, which fosters a religious and 

conducive environment. Thus, Islamic education plays a central role in building students’ 

personalities characterized by noble moral conduct. 

 

2. The Role of Islamic Education in Building Students’ Social Stability 

In addition to shaping individual character, the research findings also indicate that Islamic 

education contributes to fostering students’ social stability. Social stability in this study is 

demonstrated through attitudes of tolerance, cooperation, empathy, and students’ ability to 

maintain harmonious social relationships. Based on the interview results, teachers stated that 

Islamic values such as ukhuwah, mutual assistance (ta’awun), and mutual respect are actively 

instilled in the learning process and madrasah activities. 

Observations revealed that social interactions among students occur harmoniously, with 

relatively low levels of conflict. Students tend to demonstrate mutual respect for differences, 

collaborate in group activities, and show concern for peers facing difficulties. Activities such 

as group work, class discussions, and religious social activities serve as effective means to 

strengthen social bonds among students. 

Documentation data also indicates the presence of madrasah programs that support social 

stability, such as community service activities, joint religious study sessions, and character-

building programs based on the value of togetherness. These programs not only enhance 

religious awareness but also strengthen social solidarity among students. Thus, Islamic 

education not only shapes morally upright individuals but is also capable of creating a 

harmonious and stable social environment. 

Analysis/Discussion 

The research findings indicate that Islamic education at Madrasah Aliyah Ibnu Husain 

Surabaya plays a significant role in shaping students’ character through the continuous 

internalization of moral values via the learning process and madrasah culture. These findings 

confirm that character development occurs not merely through the transfer of knowledge 

but through consistent practice and exemplary behavior. This aligns with research stating 
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that Islamic education has a primary function in shaping students’ personalities and behavior 

through the systematic instillation of moral and spiritual values (Irhamullah et al., 2025). 

dditionally, other studies also affirm that Islamic education can build character through the 

practice of habit formation and the integration of values into learning (Munawir et al., 2024). 

However, this study provides further insight by demonstrating that this process occurs not 

only in the classroom but also through the madrasah’s culture as a whole. 

Furthermore, the research findings indicate that the role model approach (uswah hasanah) and 

habit formation serve as primary strategies in shaping student character. Teachers do not 

merely act as content deliverers but also as exemplary figures who directly influence student 

behavior. These results reinforce previous research stating that effective implementation of 

Islamic Religious Education is characterized by the integration of values and teacher role 

modeling within the learning process (Pahlawati et al., 2024). Furthermore, research on 

innovations in the Islamic education curriculum also indicates that the instillation of Islamic 

values in daily activities is a key factor in strengthening students’ character (Salim et al., 2025). 

However, this study emphasizes that the combination of teacher role modeling and madrasah 

culture has a more comprehensive impact on character development. 

In the context of social stability, the research findings indicate that Islamic education 

contributes to building harmonious social relationships among students, characterized by 

increased tolerance, empathy, and cooperation. This finding expands the understanding that 

Islamic education is not only oriented toward individual character development but also 

toward the social dimension of students. This aligns with research stating that Islamic 

education is capable of shaping students’ social behavior and self-control as part of Islamic 

character (Irhamullah et al., 2025). However, this study offers a new contribution by 

demonstrating that these values directly impact the creation of social stability within the 

school environment. 

Furthermore, the research findings indicate that religious activities such as congregational 

prayer, Quran recitation, and religious social activities play a crucial role in strengthening 

students’ social solidarity. These activities not only enhance religiosity but also foster positive 

social interactions. This finding aligns with research stating that integrating Islamic values 

into learning activities and daily routines can improve the understanding and practice of 

Islamic values in daily life.(Nisa et al., 2024) However, this study adds that such activities also 

have significant social implications in fostering more harmonious relationships among 

students. 

On the other hand, this study also found that the success of Islamic education in shaping 

character and social stability is influenced by environmental factors, both within and outside 

the school. Although madrasahs have implemented a sound educational system, the influence 

of external environments such as family and peer groups remains a challenge. This aligns 

with previous research indicating that character education is influenced not only by schools 
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but also by complex external factors (Muzaini & Salamah, 2023). Thus, Islamic education 

requires synergy among schools, families, and the community to achieve optimal results. 

Furthermore, this study demonstrates that Islamic education implemented holistically can 

create a balance between students’ spiritual and social dimensions. This aligns with studies 

in the philosophy of Islamic education that emphasize the importance of integrating 

cognitive, affective, and social aspects in the educational process (Tarigan et al., 2024). 

However, this study provides an empirical contribution by showing how such integration 

occurs in practice within the madrasah environment and directly impacts student behavior. 

Overall, the results of this study reinforce and complement previous research by 

demonstrating that Islamic education plays a role not only in shaping students’ religious 

character but also in fostering harmonious social stability. Thus, this study offers a new 

contribution to the field of Islamic education by integrating two crucial aspects—character 

and social stability—within a comprehensive analytical framework. These findings have 

important implications for the development of Islamic education policies that are more 

comprehensive and relevant to the social challenges of the modern era. 

CONCLUSION 

The results of this study indicate that Islamic education plays a significant role in shaping 

character while fostering social stability among students at Madrasah Aliyah Ibnu Husain in 

Surabaya. The most important finding of this study is that the holistic implementation of 

Islamic education through instruction, teacher role modeling, and madrasah culture not only 

cultivates individual religious character but also fosters harmonious social relationships 

among students. In other words, Islamic education not only impacts students’ spiritual and 

moral dimensions but also directly contributes to social stability within the school 

environment. This finding is significant because it demonstrates that Islamic values such as 

tolerance, empathy, and cooperation can be effectively internalized through structured and 

sustained educational practices. 

The novelty of this study lies in the integration of two main aspects—character development 

and social stability—within a single framework of Islamic education analysis. Unlike previous 

studies that tended to focus solely on religious character aspects, this study demonstrates that 

Islamic education also has strong social implications in fostering harmony among students. 

Thus, this study offers a theoretical contribution to the development of a more 

comprehensive study of Islamic education, as well as practical contributions for educational 

institutions in designing learning strategies that are not only oriented toward individual 

aspects but also social ones. 

However, this study has several limitations. First, the study was conducted at only one 

location, namely Madrasah Aliyah Ibnu Husain in Surabaya; therefore, the results cannot yet 

be generalized to all madrasah contexts with different characteristics. Second, the limited 

number of informants means the research findings remain contextual and do not yet cover 
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a broader range of variations, such as differences in students’ backgrounds, gender, or grade 

levels. Third, the approach used was descriptive qualitative, so it has not yet been able to 

quantitatively measure the extent of the influence of Islamic education on students’ character 

and social stability. Therefore, future research is recommended to involve a larger sample, 

more diverse locations, and employ a mixed-methods approach to yield more in-depth, 

comprehensive results that can serve as a basis for formulating more effective Islamic 

education policies. 
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